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Case#s. Multiple

Mallards

Admitted Nov. 27, 2010 0dFeb. 23, 2011




Species Profile

Mallards are the most abundant and perhaps the
most familiar ducks of North America. Despite being
heavily hunted, populations have remained stable.

Males (known as drakes) are distinguished by their
green heads, white neck -rings, chestnut breasts,
grayish bodies, and black tail -curls. Females (hens)
have streaks of white, tan, gray or black on brown
feathers.

Foods vary with season; insects and aquatic
Invertebrates predominate in summer, while aquatic
vegetation and cereal crops are more common in
winter. Urban mallards may rely on bread or seeds.

Typical breeding areas are marshes and ponds.
Mallards can winter wherever food and open water
are available.



Case History and Notes

These birds had varied histories. The first bird in the
series had been rescued from an iced -in pond; one wing
had been severed at the wrist, most likely by gunshot.

Several were found following winter storms; they had
no apparent injuries, but were thin and weak. Their poor
body condition could be attributed at least in part to lack
of food, but some also had heavy parasite loads. Their
recovery involved treatment for parasites, and gains in
weight and strength.

Another bird was found in a road and although no
fractures or wounds were found, he had a number of
missing flight feathers. Time for feather re -growth was
needed. One final bird had been hit by a car and had a
wing fracture.



This is the hen rescued Iin
November. The circled joints

are her wrists; note that the

wi ng on the | eft
bones. The round object in her
shoulder area is most likely a
shot -gun pellet. Unable to fly,

she could not leave the breeding
lake In the fall with her family.
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He is settled in, his
fracture having been
stabilized with a wing
wrap.

Jan. 22: The car -hit bird
has a fracture in the ulna,
the larger of the two bones
between the elbow and
wrist. Although the break
IS close to the wrist, the
joint itself is intact. This

| S the Dbirdos




Jan 25:
feeling better.




Feb. 3: Physical Therapy

With the bird under anesthesia,
the wing is carefully stretched,
making sure there is good range
of motion at the wrist joint.



Meanwhile, other
mallards (the crippled
hen and two drakes) are
In an outdoor habitat.

Another bird shares
this habitat with the
ducks . ..




.. . a Canada Goose!
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The Goose had
been with us since
Oct. of 2010. She
had been unable to
stand, and a back &
Injury seemed likely. Her recovery was slow, but steady.
By the first of the year, she was able to walk without
stumbling, and in February, could fly short distances.
These photos were taken in late January.




It was too cold in January to keep the
In-ground pool filled with water. But
large bowls of water were provided, and
the Mallards were always enthusiastic
about the chopped kale each morning.
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Late February: A second hen
Mallard has joined the group.

And the drakes are
getting restless.
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A tape band used to identify
the drake is removed.

March 4: A hen and a drake
are ready for release.
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March 4 at the release site.

Photos by Amy Campbell
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Whods t hi s

You might thinl
hen Mall ar d, b |
a more recent arrival da
Black Duck admitted on Feb.

12 with wounds on her back.

: N |
Though somewhat similar in overall 1 Q. g
appearance, the two species can be & '
distinguished by differences in a
patch of blue feathers on the wing

known as the ospecusEs he
Mallard (top right) has white -

borders around the blue. The

Bl ack Duckdos specul oOm

right) lacks the white borders.
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Waterfowl biologists are studying winter survival rates
In Black Ducks; when our bird is ready to go, she is
examined and banded.

Notice the divot in the bill; it may
have been caused by gunshot.



March 25: One of the drake Mallards
accompanies the Black Duck to a release site.

He leaves the box, then
flies off, heading up river.

Photos by Kelsey Sullivan
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The Black Duck leaves
the transport box . . .
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...and fliesin a
different direction,
toward a cove where
she will join other
Black Ducks.

Photos by Kelsey Sullivan



After the previous releases,
only the crippled hen and the
drake with the wing fracture
remail n. We O v e
keep the pool filled, and

these birds continue to

enjoy their swim time. The

two mallards are inseparable.




WedOve arranged a home for t he
Park. The interlocking ponds there are spring fed, and

there Is open wateryear -r o u n d . The Par k¢
Mallards are often joined by wild birds; all are free to
come and go. We don t

the drake from the hen, so arrange to
rel ease him at the P




The Canada Goose is flying! She has already tipped a
couple of her flight feathers, and is ready to go. Along
with another Canada Goose that has been in rehab at
another faclility, she is released at a private pond, also on

April 7.




Case# 40

Red-tailed Hawk

Admitted Feb. 1
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Species Profile

ORetdai | s06 are one of the mos
North America. They can be found year -round in Maine.

Their common name comes from the
russet col or of t he
have pale brown tails).

Red-tails like open areas with high

places to perch while searching for prey. V A
Favorite food items are mammals such as mice, rats,

and sqguirrel s. Prey capture

bi te the birdds toes I n an at

have healed wounds from these struggles.
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Case History and Notes

This bird had been preying on domestic chickens 0
most likely out of desperation, for her left leg was
broken, and normal hunting would have been difficult.
She was brought here on Feb. 1, having been captured
the previous evening.

In addition to the broken leg, the bird had a heavy
load of intestinal parasites 0 four different kinds!
They were treated a few days after her arrival.

Finally, the hawkoh
her right medial toe is missing its talon,
most likely the result of a struggle with
prey, as described on the previous slide.

The cause of the fracture was
unknown.




Feb. 6: the leg is x -rayed; the wound at the fracture
site is checked, cleaned and bandaged; and the leg
splinted and wrapped.




Feb. 9: The hawk is housed in a carrier too small for
much movement; we want her to stay quiet, but she
can still stretch her wings.




Viewer Discretion!

Did you notice something on the perch in
that last photo? As previously indicated,
small rodents are favorite foods of Red -

tails.

|l n case youoOre wondering, Ww
Our feeder mice have already been euthanized and
frozen when we acquire them.

The next slide shows the Red -tail enjoying a meal 0o
watch at your own risk (or skip to slide 31)!
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Progress Reports

The splint was removed on Feb. 17, and a few days
later, the bird was moved to an outside cage.
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Feb. 22
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